
Air Mass - A huge chunk of air w/ 
characteristics of the surface below (cold, 
warm, moist, or dry.) 
 
Types of Air Masses 
Symbol Name Characteristics 
cP Continental 

Polar 
Dry & Cold 

mP Maritime Polar Moist & Cold 
mT Maritime 

Tropical 
Moist & Warm 

cT Continental 
Tropical 

Dry & Warm 

cA Continental 
Arctic 

Dry & Very 
Cold 

• Continental means land. 
• Maritime means in the ocean.   
• Polar means it is cold. 
• Artic means it is very cold.   
• Tropics means it is hot.    
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Continental Polar Air Mass (cP): originates over 
north plains of Canada, transports colder & drier 
air south. 
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